
The Battle of Marathon  



When was it? 

This event took place on September 11th 490 BC in the bay of Marathon, 
Greece and ended five days later after a four day stand and the actual battle 
lasting only three hours. The two armies were the Persians and the 
Athenians. 



Where was it? 

BATTLE MAP 



What happened? 
The Persian empire ruled by King Darius set out to capture Athens and sent an army, led 
by the commander Datus, of 30,000 on 600 ships to the bay of Marathon, which was 
approximately 22 miles away from the city of Athens. They were opposed by a Greek 
army of 11,000 hoplite infantry men led by their commander Militades. The Greeks sent 
a runner Pheidippides to ask for support from their neighbour the Spartans who were 
having a religious festival at the time and said they would come after the festival was 
over which left the Athenian army to fight the Persian army on their own. 

After a 4 day stand off the Persians decided to split their forces and send some soldiers 
and cavalry men back onto their ships to capture the city of Athens which left a 
remaining 11,000 soldiers to fight the Athenian hoplite army. The Greeks formed 
themselves into a phalanx which consisted of 8 lines deep on each side and 4 lines in 
the middle. The Athenians attacked and initially the Persians thought they had the 
upper hand and forced the middle of the Athenian Phalanx back but the Athenians used 
their stronger force on each wing and encircled the Persian army and defeated them 
within 3 hours leaving a total of 6500 Persians dead whilst only suffering 192 deaths 
from their own ranks. They then marched 22 miles to Athens to face the Persian ships. 
The Persians on seeing the Athenian army decided not to face them again and sail back 
off to their homeland. 



The Phalanx 
at Marathon 

Hoplite infantry 

4 lines in the centre 
8 deep at each wing 




