
Autumn 1 class newsletter 

I would like to say a big welcome to Pen-y-ghent Class.  

What a super start to the year! Mrs Conlon and I have very much enjoyed welcoming the 

children back, and we are super proud of how quickly they have settled in. We are very 

excited to get stuck into all the fun learning for the first half term. 

Every half term, we will send a newsletter home to inform you about learning, routines 

and homework, but if you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to get in 

touch. 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Nelson and Mrs Conlon 

Arrival and departure arrangements  

8.45am: Arrive through the small play-

ground (past the office/bottom entrance) 

straight into Pen-y-ghent Class.  

3.15pm: Collect from the top playground. 

Parents and carers are asked to socially 

distance and wait in the large playground. 

Try to spread out and use the whole play-

ground rather than waiting by the gates. 

P.E days  

Your child will have P.E twice a week.  

This half term, this will be on a Mon-
day and Wednesday.  

Please send your child to school in 
their P.E kit on these days. Use their 

outdoor kit so they do not get cold at playtimes or 
throughout the day. 

Wherever possible P.E will take place outdoors.  

P.E uniform: white t-shirt, black or navy shorts, 
black pumps, white/black socks. Outside kit: white t-
shirt, sweatshirt, tracksuit bottoms and trainers.  

Please send a water bottle filled with water to school everyday. 

 

 

Free fruit is only provided to KS1 children, so some children may like to bring some fruit 

from home to eat at morning playtime. 



Our learning for our first block 

In English, we will be using the beautiful picture book, ‘Here We Are’ to help the children settle back 

in after the lockdown period, exploring their place in the world, their feelings and sense of communi-

ty through reading, writing, poetry, PSHE and art. For the rest of the term we will look at British leg-

ends and folktales which will tie into our geography—A Kingdom United. We will focus on Robin 

Hood which will lead into the next block of work about Saxons next half term. In maths, we will de-

velop our knowledge of Place Value and addition and subtraction. In science, we will learn about 

Earth and space. We will develop skills using the formal elements in art, online safety and coding in 

Computing and orienteering and multi-skills in PE and explore relationships in PSHE, what it means 

to be a Hindu in Britain today in RE and pitch in music.  

 

 

 

 

Homework 

 

Reading 

Just like last year your child will be given a reading book to take home and will take part in the reading challenge (to read 

at least 3 times a week). The way we do this will differ slightly to last year. This year your child’s reading record will be 

found on Google Classrooms (details to follow within the next couple of weeks) where both home and school should be 

able to comment on it—fingers crossed! We will be collecting the reading books to exchange (if needed—some of the 

KS2 books are a little longer so may take more than a week to finish) for new ones on a Monday and new books will be 

given out on a Wednesday. If your child should finish a book before the Monday hand in, then there are books on thier 

Active Learn account. These books should be read on the Monday  and Tuesday that they don’t have a physical book to 

take home. We will be sending books home next week. Any reading out of school counts to your 3 x a week reading: Ac-

tivelearn, school reader, any book from home that is at your level of reading (e.g. not too easy or too hard), a magazine /

internet article, newspaper, library book, or even a recipe! 

 

Spellings 

Your child will get spellings to learn at home on a Monday. This year the spelling will link with the scheme on Purple 

Mash. They will receive a sheet to keep at home and practise daily, that does not need to be returned to school. The first 

spellings will be sent home on Monday 14th September and will have their first spelling challenge on Monday 21st Sep-

tember.  If you should wish to do some extra spellings practice, then a copy of the Year 1, 2, 3 and 4 spellings the govern-

ment believes all children should know by the end of Year 4 can be found in this newsletter. 

 

Times Tables 

You can practise these in any way you see fit: Active-Learn, Times Tables Rock Stars, playing games at home / out & about 

with a grown up or sibling and any online games your grown ups feel are appropriate – Squeebles and Hit the Button are 

good sites. Year 3 will spend the year revising the 2, 5 and 10 times tables and learning the 3, 4 and 8 times tables. Year 4 

must know ALL their times tables to 12 x 12 by the June Government’s Multiplication Test. Year 3 should practice their 2, 

5 and 10 times table over the next 4 weeks, then we will begin to learn our 3 x times table for the rest of the half term.  

Year 4 should revise their 2, 5, 10, 3 , 4 and 8 times table this half term. They should be able to answer within 6 seconds. 

An ideal way to practise is using TTRockstars as inputting the answers is similar to how they must input the answers in the 

test.  



The following website has some fab ideas for practising spellings:  

 

https://www.thoughtco.com/ways-to-practice-spelling-words-2086716 

 

 

There is also an attachment on the Homework Help page on our Class page on 
the school website:  

 

https://www.cowlingschool.org.uk/classes/year-3-and-4-class-pen-y-ghent 

 


