
Cowling Community  

Primary School  

Weekly Newsletter  

Friday 5th October  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Thank you to everyone who was able to attend the Class 1 Phonics workshop on Monday. It is really useful for fam-
ilies to know how reading is taught in school and phonics is a very successful method which enables children to 

decode letters and sounds rapidly. 
Stories are a wonderful way of stimulating children’s imagination and exposing them to new and magical worlds. It 

is always brilliant to hear a master storyteller and we were very fortunate to welcome Mara Menzies, a Kenyan sto-
ryteller, to Cowling on Monday. (Photos overleaf)  

Reading is the key to success in primary school and sometimes we can forget how complex learning to read is.  I 
always imagine how difficult it would be for me if I was expected to be able to read and write in a foreign language 

such as Spanish. I would certainly need daily practice! For many of our children reading is a foreign language until 

they have cracked the code which can be bewildering with so many different letter patterns and combinations to 
learn.  

In school we teach children how to decode and later to infer meaning from what they have read. This must be  
reinforced at home if good progress is to be made. Unfortunately some of our children, including our youngest, are 

not being given enough opportunities at home to practise their reading. We understand time is precious but as part 
of our homework we ask all families to ensure their child reads at least three times a week. In some classes less 

than 50% of the children are reading at home. It will be no surprise to see that the 50% of children who are read-
ing are making better progress than those who don’t. Please read with your child three times a week—it is 

one of the most important things you can do to support your child’s learning. If you require any further 

information about how to support your child please contact your child’s class teacher.  
It has been another successful week for our runners with 13 children competing in the district finals at Giggleswick 

last night. The standard was high and the children showed real determination and resilience. Congratulations to 
Tom and Elena Hooper who go through to the county finals next March. Thank you to everyone who helped 

transport the runners and cheered us on!  
This afternoon we are welcoming the Children’s Charity to Cowling who will talk to the Y5/6 children about healthy 

lifestyles and drug awareness.  
Congratulations to all our Cowling Fun Day winners who received rosettes from the committee for their writing and 

art work. Well done!  
 I hope you all have a very enjoyable weekend and look forward to seeing you on Monday. 

With best wishes, 

Susan Marshall   
(Headteacher) 
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Thursday 11th October—Reception Parents Evening 3.30 to 

6.30 

Wednesday 17th October—mixed football.  

Thursday 18th October—Y4,5 and 6 Bradford trip. 

Thursday 19th October— Y6 Bikeability 

Tuesday 23rd October—Halloween Disco 5.30 –7pm 

Friday 26th October—school closes for half-term 3.30pm. 

Thursday 8th November—Y5/6 Basketball 

Tuesday 13th November—Parents Evening Y1-6 

Thursday 15th November—Parents Evening Y1-6 

Friday 16th November— Pupil Flu Vaccinations 

Sunday 18th November—Yorkshire Schools Dance Festival 

Friday 23rd November—Non-uniform day—please donate 

chocolate or a bottle for the Christmas Fair. 

Thursday 6th December—Christmas Fair 3.30pm 

Tuesday 11th December—Nativity 6pm (C1 parents)  

Wednesday 12th December—Nativity 6pm (C2 parents) 

Thursday 20th December—School closes for Christmas 

Don’t forget Y3/4 Swimming on Wednesday! 

     Happy  Birthday to:  

 

Ashton Akrigg-Barrett, Ted Palmer 

and Imogen Smith.  

 

From all your friends at  

Cowling Primary School  

Pupils of the week awarded for reading, trying new things, perseverance, setting excel-

lent examples to others, effort, writing and maths.  

Class 1: Frankie Enright and Isla-Rose Smith.  

Class 2: Harrison Dalby and Lavinia Wilkinson.   

Class 3: Isla Swinson and Harry Emmott.  

Class 4: Phoebe Goddard and Joe Allen.  

Class 5: Cory Boyd and Darcey Haigh.  

Sensational  Storytelling 

Masterful storyteller Mara Menzies transported pupils from our 

school hall to the magical African continent this week enthusi-

astically bringing her tales to life. There was lots of humour 

and audience engagement thanks to Mara’s engaging ap-

proach and sense of fun! Storytelling is a real art and it was 

wonderful to see the children respond. Mara, who is a Kenyan 

storyteller, is working with the Settle Stories project as part of 

Black History Month which celebrates black history, heritage 

and culture. Many of the children went on to create stories of 

their own inspired by her visit.  

Craven Cross Country Finalists 


