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29/1/21 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
The children have been telling me this week about what they enjoy using on Google Classroom which was 
interesting to hear. This is what they said:  
 

- The digital library where teachers set books for the children to read. 
- The feedback from teachers showing them where they have done well and pointers for 

improvement. 
- Seeing their friends on Google Meet.  
- The spell check button on Google Docs which is useful before they hand in written work. 
- The older children are enjoying pushing themselves using the “I’m A Celebrity Fitness Challenge” 
- Art activities including “Draw with Rob” – which gives step-by-step guidance on how to draw 
- The John Muir challenges, such as walking through mud barefoot!  
- Science activities. 
- Our youngest children are enjoying the sticker books. 
- Computing on Purple Mash 

 
The children have adapted so well to online learning and this is thanks to the wonderful support they have 
received from home. Before Christmas, I was contacted by the Department for Education asking if they 
could interview me about our use of Google Classroom and the support we received to set it up. All of the 
installation and training staff have received, (via Outward Grange and Northern Lights, working on behalf 
of Edtech), has been completely free and we are grateful to our colleagues in these organisations for being 
so generous with their time and willingness to answer our questions. Using a digital platform has been a 
big step for schools to take and I am so grateful we had such fantastic support at every stage so that we 
could be up and running for our children and families when online learning was required. If you would like 
to read the interview published this week please click here: 
https://teaching.blog.gov.uk/2021/01/25/learning-from-others-helps-us-feel-less-alone/ 
I also asked the children what they were missing most about “normal school” and without hesitation they 
all mentioned being with their friends and having the freedom to socialise with everyone in the playground. 
They also said they are very much looking forward to receiving a hug from their Grandmas and Aunties and 
I know there are many, many relatives who cannot wait to scoop up the children and hold them in their 
arms.  
We all very much hope it won’t be too long before we can have all the pupils back with us. You will be 
aware of the Prime Minister’s announcement this week stating the Government will consider the feasbility 
of a return to school in March: 
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“Yesterday, the Prime Minister announced that it will not be possible to resume face-to-face learning 
immediately after the February half-term and instead hopes it will be safe to commence the reopening of 
schools and colleges from Monday 8 March. This is in response to the national public health data and 
pressure on NHS capacity. 
“Education settings, as well as students, parents and carers will be given at least two weeks notice to 
prepare for a return to face-to-face education. 
Schools and colleges will remain open to vulnerable children and young people and the children of critical 
workers after February half-term, as they are now. All other pupils will continue to receive high quality 
remote education at home. This is in line with the wider national lockdown measures to help minimise the 
spread of the virus and respond quickly to the new variant.”              Department for Education  
 
Until we have a full return to school, we are grateful to all our families and children for continuing to work 

with us. While Google Classroom is working brilliantly, I know home learning has increased the amount of 

time our children are sitting in front of a screen. With that in mind, I wondered if you would like to take part 
in the “Do-ing Challenge!”  which will hopefully be a bit of fun, non-screen and make us all smile.  
The idea is that if you are involved in any of the following: making, baking, creating, exercising, growing, 
caring, joking or singing we would love you to send in a photo, or if it is a great joke to make us smile or a 
chorus from your favourite song, please ask an adult to film you and send it into me at 
headteacher@cowling.n-yorks.sch.uk  
We would love to share your “Do-ing challenges” on our facebook page with our school community so you 
can bring a smile to everyone's faces. I look forward to seeing all the things you are “Do-ing” - maybe we 
can all inspire each other! 
We would be grateful if families could check their school money account before half-term as we currently 
have a massive £500 outstanding in dinner money. https://eduspot.co.uk/product/schoolmoney/ Thank you. 
I hope you have an enjoyable weekend and look forward to seeing the children’s “Do-ing” photos next 
week!   
 

With best wishes, 
 
 

Susan Marshall 
(Headteacher) 
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