
Cowling Community  

Primary School  

Weekly Newsletter  

Friday 18th January  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Good luck to our swimming team (above) who compete this afternoon in the inter-school gala at Skipton Pool. I am sure 
you will do us all proud!  
On Tuesday Year 6 travelled to Ilkley Cinema to review the new Mary Poppins film. Judging by their reviews it’s a great film 
and I look forward to seeing it. While at the cinema so many other film-goers stopped to tell Mrs Pease how impressed 
they were with the behaviour of our children. It is always wonderful to hear our children being praised and rightly so—they 
were excellent ambassadors for Cowling.  
This morning we welcomed Spacecamp Sam from Professor Stephen Hawking’s Spacecamp project. Sam spoke to all the 
children in a special assembly (Praise Assembly will return next week) about the  achievements of the late professor. The 
absolute vastness of space was effectively conveyed to the children using models of the planets and string—although we 
soon discovered we could never have enough string to show how far some of the planets are away from the Earth! Later 
this term we will be inviting Year 4s to join the Spacecamp project which involves sleeping at school and looking at the 
stars! More details to follow. A huge thank you to Mrs Symonds for organising the project. 
Stephen Hawking was an inspirational man and we were also inspired this week by the Spine Race runners who tackled the 
268-miles of the Pennine Way. We have tracked Spine Race runners before but this year some of our children spotted Jas-
min Paris, as she came through Cowling and who went on to win the race setting a new course record. Jasmine completed 

the race in 83 hours, 12 minutes and 23 seconds and as a breastfeeding Mum also managed to express milk at check 
points. She has inspired us all to get moving—what an amazing achievement!  
Yesterday I received a letter from MP Julian Smith who, although undoubtedly a bit snowed under this week with Parlia-
mentary affairs,  wrote to congratulate the Cowling staff team for our continued successful performance at Key Stage 2. He 
wrote “I am sure the whole school is delighted with the result of 80% achieving the expected standard in reading, writing 
and mathematics.” We are proud of all our children and particularly proud of the progress they make whatever their final 
attainment. What is ultimately important is that a child achieves their potential and really enjoys their learning so they are 
keen to find out more about the world. The primary years are really important and we aim to make them as fun as possi-
ble. 
I hope you all have a very enjoyable weekend.  

With best wishes, 
Susan Marshall   
(Headteacher) 



Tuesday 29th January—Athletics South Craven School 

Y5/6 

Wednesday 30th January—Performing Arts Workshop, 

South Craven School. 

Friday 1st February—Class 1 Reading Café 9am-10am. 

Please join us if you can.  

Wednesday 13th February—Young Voices Concert, Man-

chester. 

Thursday 14th February—Valentine Disco 

Monday 18th February—Ullswater Residential Week. 

Friday 22nd February—School closes for half-term. 

Monday 4th March—school re-opens. 

Future Date: The Cowling Quiz Night returns March 

22nd! 

 Happy  Birthday to 

Billie Dudman, James 

McGill, Cole Wright, Dan-

iel Ashby, Alice Emmott, 

Harry Emmott, and Eva-

Mae Green  

From all your friends at  

Cowling Primary School 

 

We would like to 

invite Class 1 children to bring a 
parent or relative to school on 

Feb 1st to visit our Reading 
Café where you will be able to 

share some books together and 

tuck into a croissant or two! The Reading 
Café will run from 9am until 10am. 

The idea is to promote reading by encour-
aging families to share books together. 

Please come along if you can.  

Class 5 visited Ilkley Cinema this week and reviewed the sequel to 

the much-loved classic, Mary Poppins. It was wonderful to hear so 
many positive comments about our children’s behaviour from other 

cinema-goers. Well done Year 6! 
“The film was spectacular with talented actors flawlessly recreating 
the wonder of the first film. The amazing cast was full of distin-
guished names such as Emily Blunt and Meryl Streep. I adored the 
references to Michael and Jane’s child-selves. I was not disappoint-
ed as there was a completely new plot and exhilarating characters.” 
Ellie Widdup 

“Whenever I heard the words “Mary Poppins” it put a smile on my 
face. Although I didn't think this film was as practically perfect as 
the first—personally I don’t like Emily Blunt as much as Julie An-
drews—it still gave me a rollercoaster of emotions and I highly rec-
ommend going to your local cinema and spending your money on 
it.” Joshua Guy 

Reviews of Mary Poppins

At Cowling we know our families value the education their children receive and strive to ensure their children 

have good attendance. It will not be a surprise to anyone to read evidence from a Department for Education 
study which found children with the best attendance gain the best results. If a child is ill, clearly absence cannot 

be avoided and the best place to recover is at home. Over the past four years at Cowling attendance has been 
good. School and governors monitor attendance closely and we aim for all our children to achieve at least 97% 

attendance  - nationally anything less than 97% is considered to be poor and detrimental to learning.  

As a parent, I do know children and families benefit enormously from holidays particularly if they are fortunate 
enough to visit new and different places. However, as  a teacher I know how disruptive it is to learning if these 

holidays take place during term time. The pace of the curriculum is great and the learning increasingly challeng-
ing. While our overall attendance at Cowling remains good I am concerned a small minority of our families are 

unaware of the impact of their child’s absence on learning.   
We all know prices rise in the school holidays and I am grateful to the vast majority of our families who support 

learning in school and ensure their children have excellent attendance. I am appealing to all our families to 

please avoid taking holidays in term time. Your support is very much appreciated.  

Thank you for supporting excellent attendance at Cowling School  

Off to the Pictures? Our critics review Mary Poppins.   


